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Bill No. and Title:  House Bill No. 726, Relating to Face Coverings. 
 
Purpose:  Requires every person to wear a face covering when in a public setting, subject to 
certain exceptions. Establishes a fine for failure to wear a face covering. Sunsets December 31, 
2021. 
   
Judiciary’s Position:   
  

The Judiciary takes NO POSITION on this measure, providing the following comments. 
 
The proposed bill would establish a face covering mandate and indicates that a person not 

wearing a face covering would be in violation of the mandate and would be subject to a fine. 
However, it is unclear from the proposed bill if the fine would be criminal or civil.  If the 
intention is for the fine to be criminal then the Judiciary would suggest language that clearly 
establishes that a person not complying with this mandate would be subject to a violation as 
defined by Hawaii Revised Statute § 701-107(5).  A violation is a criminal offense in which the 
penalty would result in only a fine and does not create a criminal record.  A violation is 
processed by the courts as other criminal penalties and requires the defendant to appear in court. 
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If however, the proposed bill intends to create a non-criminal infraction similar to a 

traffic infraction, the Judiciary would suggest HB 725 as that measure includes the framework 
needed by the courts to create a new case type and properly adjudicate these infractions. If such a 
framework is created, a fine could be paid without a court appearance.  The Judiciary anticipates 
that creating this new case type in the Judiciary Information Management System (JIMS) will 
require an appropriation of $40,000 for the development, testing and software changes needed. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 
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the absence of infection developing in other passengers and crew in the 14 days 1 

following exposure.6,7 2 

Additional community level analyses showed that the implementation of universal masking 3 

policies preceded a significant decrease in infections and reductions in mortality.1  Observational 4 

data collected by Hawaii Emergency Management Agency (HI-EMA) and Emergency Support 5 

Function 8 (ESF-8) show that in commercial sites where masks are expected to be worn at all 6 

times, compliance with the requirement was 86% statewide.  7 

HDOH agrees that mask use is an effective means of preventing transmission of SARS-CoV-8 

2, especially when used in conjunction with other preventive methods. The Department of 9 

Healtlh  defers to law enforcement entities on matters of enforcement of the policies.  10 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure 11 

 
6 Schwartz KL, Murti M, Finkelstein M, et al. Lack of COVID-19 transmission on an international flight. Cmaj. 
2020;192(15):E410.10.1503/cmaj.75015. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/32392504 
7 Freedman DO, Wilder-Smith A. In-flight Transmission of SARS-CoV-2: a review of the attack rates and available 
data on the efficacy of face masks. J Travel Med. 2020.10.1093/jtm/taaa178. 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/32975554 
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institution branch, customers should continue to wear face coverings for health and 

safety reasons. 

 Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill. 
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safety of their neighbors at risk. For these reasons, HLTA strongly supports House 
Bill 726. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to provide this testimony. 
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THE QUEEN'S
HEALTH SYSTEMS

February 2, 2021

The Honorable Linda Ichiyama, Chair
The Honorable Stacelynn K.M. Eli, Vice Chair
Members, House Committee on Pandemic & Disaster Preparedness

Re: Support of HB726: Relating to Face Coverings

Dear Chair Ichiyama, Vice Chair Eli, and Committee Members:

The Queen’s Health Systems (Queen’s) is a nonprofit corporation that provides expanded health
care capabilities to the people of Hawai‘i and the Pacific Basin. Since the founding of the first
Queen’s hospital in 1859 by Queen Emma and King Kamehameha IV, it has been our mission to
provide quality health care services in perpetuity for Native Hawaiians and all of the people of
Hawai‘i. Over the years, the organization has grown to four hospitals, and more than 1,500
affiliated physicians and providers statewide. As the preeminent health care system in Hawai‘i,
Queen’s strives to provide superior patient care that is constantly advancing through education
and research.

Queen’s appreciates the opportunity to testify in support of HB726, relating to face coverings,
which would place into statute the requirement that every person be required to wear a face
covering that covers their nose and mouth when in a pubic setting. We concur with the
amendments suggested by Hawaii Medical Service Association (HMSA).

Thank you for allowing Queen\’s to provide this testimony in support of HB726.
\

Siy erely "

/1 ,
I’ x '

i , \
1 Hogg ‘d en, Ph.D., R.N.

” esident& Chief Executive Officer
The Queen’s Health Systems

The mission of The Queen ’s Health Systems is l0_fillfill the intent of Queen Emma and King Kamehameha IV to provizie in
perpetuity quality health care services to improve the well-being ofNative Hawaiians and all of the people ofHawaz z.

1301 Punchbowl Street 0 Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 0 Phone 808-691-5900
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BEFORE THE 
 

COMMITTEE ON PANDEMIC & DISASTER PREPAREDNESS 
Representative Linda Ichiyama, Chair 

Representative Stacelynn Eli, Vice Chair 
  
 

HB 726 Relating to Face Coverings  
 

TESTIMONY BY 
 

MICAH A. KANE 
President & CEO 

Hawai`i Community Foundation 
 

Tuesday, February 2, 2021, 9:45 am 
Via Video Conference 

 
***** 

 
Chair Ichiyama, Vice Chair Eli, and members of the House Committee on Pandemic & 

Disaster Preparedness: 
 

My name is Micah Kane, President & CEO of the Hawai`i Community Foundation.  I am 
submitting this testimony in SUPPORT of HB 726 that requires every person to wear a face 
covering when in a public setting, subject to certain exceptions and establishes a fine for failure 
to comply. 
 

It has been objectively well established that wearing a face covering is an effective 
means of reducing the spread of the COVID-19 virus.  We believe that this requirement and a 
fine system for failure to comply is an effective way of both requiring compliance and handling 
any failure to comply.  We believe that the exceptions provided in the bill take the learnings from 
the past 10-months of our community living with the virus and create a reasonable definition of 
the face mask requirement.   

 
As we do our part as the Hawaii Community Foundation to bring the philanthropic 

community as a collaborative partner to the efforts of government, the private sector, healthcare 
and others who continue to serve those who need assistance during the pandemic, we are 
supportive of measures like this that seeks to reduce the spread of the virus.  These collective 
efforts are necessary to help accelerate the recovery of our entire statewide community.   
 

We strongly support HB726, and look forward to further discussion on the bill.  Thank 
you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this matter. 

 
 

### 

PDPtestimony
Text Box
 LATE 



HB-726 
Submitted on: 1/30/2021 2:22:29 PM 
Testimony for PDP on 2/2/2021 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Shyla Moon Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Strongly oppose. We shouldn't be forced to wear face coverings outside when there's 
no one else around us. There's no common sense in any of the state of Hawaii's masks 
rules. Covid doesn't know not to spread when you're sitting on a restaurant table versus 
when you're walking to the restroom. Biggest question: what is the PLAN for our future? 
We all broke and just waiting on all of the politicians who didn't lose their paychecks or 
health benefits in these past ten months.  

 







HB-726 
Submitted on: 1/31/2021 9:22:21 PM 
Testimony for PDP on 2/2/2021 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Feena Bonoan Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill has no end date and no plan for repeal. When enough people have been 
vaccinated I would like to see smiling faces again.  The use of facemasks in public 
settings is already happening no further intervention is required. 

 



HB-726 
Submitted on: 1/31/2021 9:36:29 PM 
Testimony for PDP on 2/2/2021 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jacob Holcomb Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Face coverings only work in certain environments and using specific protocols. They 
serve no purpose in outdoor settings with lots of fresh air and sunlight. Going overboard 
on safety has the opposite effect, which is that people stop paying attention and taking 
responsibility for themselves.  

 



HB-726 
Submitted on: 1/31/2021 9:39:59 PM 
Testimony for PDP on 2/2/2021 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Joel Berg Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Oppose HB726 

Haven't you guys ruined enough peoples lives?  This is the cherry on top.  Why did I 
even bother getting the vaccine?  You know what, I've changed my mind.  Go for it.  I'm 
sure it'll be great for tourist industry.  Have fun.   

 



HB-726 
Submitted on: 1/31/2021 9:56:40 PM 
Testimony for PDP on 2/2/2021 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Camas Cook Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

The current "pandemic" is not an alibi to erase our Hawaii constitutional and civil rights! 
We have the right to privacy and dignity. In the past 9 months, face masks have not 
solved the Covid problem. We must be allowed to see eachother's faces and 
communicate freely. This "mandate" is inhumane and unscientific. I strongly oppose!! 

 



HB-726 
Submitted on: 1/31/2021 10:15:50 PM 
Testimony for PDP on 2/2/2021 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jeff Ball Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

This should not be written into law. This law is over reaching and it does not appear that 
this law will meaningfully have an impact on public safety. 

Hospitals are not, nor have they approached, being overwhelmed by patients. 
Persons can voluntarily elect to wear masks for their own protection.  

Businesses can deny patrons entrance without a mask. 

All without the enactment of another law.  
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https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/5/19-0994_article#r38
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https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/jebm.12381
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/18500410/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/26179900/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3589840/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/17332479/


https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32167747/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32240762/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/2543129/
https://www.businessinsider.com/who-no-need-for-healthy-people-to-wear-face-masks-2020-4
https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/health-news/who-guidance-healthy-people-should-wear-masks-only-when-taking-care-of-coronavirus-patients/ar-BB14JBI4?li=BBnb7Kz
https://twitter.com/Surgeon_General/status/1234471968033951745
https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-factcheck-coronavirus-mask-efficacy/partly-false-claim-wear-a-face-mask-covid-19-risk-reduced-by-up-to-98-5-idUSKCN2252T6


https://elemental.medium.com/amp/p/69071e5750d2
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-covid-spreads.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-covid-spreads.html
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HB-726 
Submitted on: 2/1/2021 8:31:10 AM 
Testimony for PDP on 2/2/2021 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

steven a kumasaka Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

NO 
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HB-726 
Submitted on: 2/1/2021 11:09:05 AM 
Testimony for PDP on 2/2/2021 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jason Blair Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

The legislatiure has no authority to require face coverings or any type of clothing, 
whatsoever.  The US Supreme Court has ruled on the unconstitutionality of attempts to 
force US citizens to wear certain clothing, and several State Supreme Courts have ruled 
that mask mandates are unconstitutional. 
 
To date, in Hawaii, there are 410 deaths of people with covid.  That is NOT a 
pandemic.  Its not even close to a pandemic.  The majority of the people that died were 
elderly and had cormorbities.  And their age is the same as the national mortality 
age.  This entire situation is an absurd overreaction to a virus that has the same 
survivability statistics as the flu.   
 
I oppose this unconstitutioinal bill.   
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HB-726 
Submitted on: 2/1/2021 1:32:26 PM 
Testimony for PDP on 2/2/2021 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Brendan Ajolo Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Stop with these bills, face mask don't work, I keep touching my mask because they 
don't fit correctly. There is no fit test requirement. Face mask should only be worn by 
sick people. 
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